
Ukraine Crisis March 2022 
 
When you read this I don’t know how many deaths and how much destruction 
will have happened in the Ukraine. Maybe it will be all over, but one thing I do 
know is that there will be much sadness and tears from many, many people 
and they will all need our prayers for many months to come. 
 
Rev Sam Wells of St Martin-in-the-Fields in London wrote on Day 2 of the 
Ukraine crisis.  

“Dear Friends, Colleagues, Supporters and the whole St Martin’s Community 

Most of us have no precedent for what’s happened this week. We grew up being 
assured the threat of mutually assured destruction had achieved no land war in 
Europe since 1945 (leaving the break-up of Yugoslavia out of the equation). Now 
we have a land war in Europe. 

But it turns out Ukraine isn’t in NATO, and no one’s stepping up to come to its 
aid. So Russia’s able to do what its ruthless leader likes; for no one really believes 
the rhetoric around sanctions is going to deter anybody. After all, where are we 
going to get our gas and oil? 

It’s not simple. For all the talk of democratic societies and sovereign territory, the 
borders of the nations adjoining Russia have been fluid for centuries, and Ukraine 
is a complex country, divided as it is between its western Catholic and eastern 
Orthodox cultures, and rooted as it historically is in a religious heritage that 
means many Russians regard it as the birthplace of the nation. 

But everyone knows Putin’s simply manipulating these factors for his own 
agenda of expanding Russia’s borders and distracting from his domestic policy 
failures. 

 



The spectacle confronts us with the fragility of the post-Cold War era, the tension 
between having high-sounding principles yet no appetite for on-the-ground 
confrontation, the paradox of having a colonial past but treating that as of no 
significance to a heavily self-determination-oriented present policy. 

For Christians, the issues as I see them are, are we in solidarity with the Christians 
on both sides of this conflict, or do we suspect the Russian Orthodox Church has 
become a manifestation of a heavily nationalist Russian agenda? What does 
solidarity with Ukrainian Christians entail, beyond reaching out to Ukrainians in 
our community – prayer, gestures, debate, contact online and in social media, 
demand for western governments to ‘do more’; but what exactly is that more? 
Take us to the brink of nuclear war? 

 

It's galling to realise our own powerlessness. But being aware of our 
powerlessness is not where Christianity ends – it’s where it begins. We look 
askance at tanks and bombs, not because they’re too strong, but because they’re 
too weak. In the face of naked aggression, we don’t stand in thrall to it, but 
renew deeper practices of greater power. It looks like Putin will succeed – for 
now. But eventually he’ll fail. Our biggest priority as a community of faith is to 
invest in the practices and virtues that will never fail – that ultimately last 
forever. That’s what our community is fundamentally about.” 

 
So we pray for all Christians where ever they live, that peace and harmony will 
return and God’s love will triumph and reign supreme. 

Tricia 


