
Tributes to world figures 
who have helped make the world a better place 

 

Mahatma Gandhi – RIP 30/01/1948 
 

        
 
“You must be the change you want to see in the world” Gandhi 
 
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was an Indian lawyer, anti-colonial 
nationalist and political ethicist who employed nonviolent resistance 
to lead the successful campaign for India's independence from British 
rule, and to later inspire movements for civil rights and freedom 
across the world.  
 
Tributes 
 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
Prime Minister 

This man of God trod the Earth 

Great men and eminent men have monuments in bronze and marble 
set up for them, but this man of divine fire managed in his life-time to 



become enmeshed in millions and millions of hearts so that all of us 
became somewhat of the stuff that he was made of, though to an 
infinitely lesser degree. He spread out over India not in places only, or 
in select places, or in assemblies, but in every hamlet and hurt of the 
lowly and those who suffer. He lives in the hearts of millions of and he 
will live for immortal ages. 

...He has gone, an all over India there is a feeling of having been left 
desolate and forlorn. All of sense that feeling, and I do not know when 
we shall be able to get rid of it, and yet together with that feeling there 
is also a feeling of proud thanksgiving that it has been given to us of 
this generation to be associated with this mighty person. In ages to 
come, centuries and many millenniums after us, people will think of 
this generation when this man of God trod the earth and will think of 
is who, however small, could also follow his path and probably tread 
on that holy ground where his feet had been. Let us be worthy of him. 
Let us always be so. 

The light will burn on 

I would have preferred silence in the face of these circumstances 
that surround us. For, any words we can find fall flat on amid such 
happenings. 
This much, however, I will say, that the light which led us to freedom, 
though not yet to unity, still burns and will burn on, till it conquers. I 
believe firmly that a great and united future is the destiny of the 
nation and its people. 
The power that brought us through so much struggle and suffering to 
freedom will achieve also, through whatever strife or trouble, the 
aim which so poignantly occupied the thoughts of the fallen leader at 
the time of his tragic ending : as it brought us freedom, it will bring 
us unity. 
A free and united India will be there, and the mother will gather 
around her sons and weld them into a single national strength in the 
life of a great and united people.  

Sri Aurobindo 
 



 

Life of love and truth 

Gandhiji's death is truly a loss to mankind which sorely needs the 
living light of those ideals of love and tolerance for which he strove 
and died. In her hour of deep sorrow India is proud to have given to 
the world a man of his imperishable renown and is confident that his 
example will be a source of inspiration and strength in the fulfilment 
of her destiny... 
India, indeed the world, will not see the like of him again, perhaps, 
for centuries. 
Our one consolation in this hour of unparalleled grief is that his life 
of truth, tolerance and love towards his fellows may inspire our 
troubled world to save itself by following his noble example. Lord 
Mountbatten 
 

Everyone concerned in the better future of mankind must be deeply 
moved by the tragic death of Mahatma Gandhi. He died as the victim 
of his own principles, the principle of nonviolence. He died because in 
time of disorder and general irritation in his country, he refused armed 
protection for himself. It was his unshakable belief that the use of 
force is an evil in itself, that therefore it must be avoided by those who 
are striving for supreme justice to his belief. With his belief in his heart 
and mind, he has led a great nation on to its liberation. He has 
demonstrated that a powerful human following can be assembled no 
only through the cunning game of the usual political manoeuvres and 
trickeries but through the cogent example of morally superior conduct 
of life. 

The admiration for Mahatma Gandhi in all countries of the world rests 
on recognition, mostly sub-conscious, recognition of the fact that in 
our time of utter moral decadence, he was the only statesman to 
stand for a higher level of human relationship in political sphere. This 
level we must, with all our forces, attempt to reach. We must learn 
the difficult lesson that an endurable future of humanity will be 
possible only if, also in international relations, decisions are based on 



law and justice and not on self-righteous power, as they have been up 
to now. Albert Einstein 

 

Gandhi was great Indian nationalist, but at the same time he was a 
leader of international stature. His teachings and actions have left a 
deep impression on millions of people. As a teacher and leader, his 
influence made itself felt not only in India, but everywhere in the 
world and his death brings great sorrow to all peace-loving people. 
Another giant among men has fallen in the cause of brotherhood and 
peace. I know that the people of Asia will be inspired by his tragic 
death to strive with increased determination to achieve the goals of 
cooperation and mutual trust for which the Mahatma has now given 
his life.  President Truman 

 

Desmond Tutu  - RIP 26/12/2021 
 

  

Tributes from global and religious leaders, South Africans and 
prominent supporters from around the world flooded social media on 
Sunday after the death of Desmond M. Tutu. 

An oratorical force whose leadership helped abolish apartheid in 
South Africa, Archbishop Tutu died at 90 in Cape Town. His stance of 
nonviolence in the anti-apartheid movement won him a Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1984. And he was a vocal advocate for peaceful reconciliation, 



guiding South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission, which 
was charged with investigating the crimes of apartheid. 

South Africa’s president, Cyril Ramaphosa, called Archbishop Tutu“a 
patriot without equal; a leader of principle and pragmatism who gave 
meaning to the biblical insight that faith without works is dead.” 

Archbishop Tutu used his position as chairman of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission “to reckon with oppressive pasts but also 
to hold the new democratic government accountable,” the Nelson 
Mandela Foundation said in a statement. 
 
The loss of Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Mpilo Tutu is 
immeasurable. He was larger than life, and for so many in South 
Africa and around the world his life has been a blessing. His 
contributions to struggles against injustice, locally and globally, are 
matched only by the depth of his thinking about the making of 
liberatory futures for human societies. He was an extraordinary 
human being. A thinker. A leader. A shepherd. Our thoughts are with 
his family and friends at this most difficult time.  

“The Arch meant everything to me,” said Foundation Chief Executive 
Sello Hatang. “I first met him during the work of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, and was privileged to work with him on a 
number of projects over the years. He was a friend to Madiba and to 
the Foundation.”  

Nelson Mandela and the Archbishop Emeritus first met at a debating 
competition in the early 1950s. It would be four decades later before 
they met again, on the day that Mandela was released from prison. 
His first night as a free man was spent at the home of the Tutus in 
Bishopscourt, Cape Town. On that occasion before everyone retired 
for the night, Tutu offered a prayer of thanksgiving and led a singing 
of Reverend Tiyo Soga’s famous hymn in isiXhosa, ‘Lizalis’idinga 
lakho’ – ‘Let your will be done’.  



The apartheid state had frustrated attempts by both Mandela and 
Tutu for the two of them to meet before the prison release on 11 
February 1990. From then until Mandela passed away in 2013 they 
were in regular contact and their friendship deepened over time. 
There was a light, almost teasing quality, to their relationship. They 
relentlessly poked fun at each other’s preferred attire, for instance – 
Mandela wearing his Madiba shirts and the Arch his robes. But they 
also collaborated on a number of important initiatives.  

 It was Tutu who held aloft Madiba’s hand on the balcony of Cape 
Town’s City Hall on 9 May 1994 and presented him to the assembled 
throngs as the country’s new “out of the box” President. In 1995 
Mandela appointed him to chair the country’s Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, a position Tutu used to drive endeavour 
to reckon with oppressive pasts but also to hold the new democratic 
government accountable. As Mandela reflected in that period: “His 
most characteristic quality is his readiness to take unpopular 
positions without fear … He speaks his mind on matters of public 
morality. As a result, he annoyed many of the leaders of the 
apartheid system. Nor has he spared those that followed them - he 
has from time to time annoyed many of us who belong to the new 
order. But such independence of mind - however wrong and 
unstrategic it may at times be - is vital to a thriving democracy.” 
Most recently, of course, Tutu spoke out robustly and insistently 
against state capture.  

In 2004 he delivered the Nelson Mandela Annual Lecture, and used 
the platform to deliver a stinging critique of the governing party. The 
thrust of his argument was the extent to which leadership had failed 
society’s most vulnerable. “We were involved in the struggle because 
we believed we would evolve a new kind of society. A caring, a 
compassionate society. At the moment many, too many, of our 
people live in gruelling, demeaning, dehumanising poverty.”  

Madiba and the Arch were both founding members of The Elders, an 
international grouping of inspirational leaders which has done 
human rights work in countries around the world. The Elders is an 



international non-governmental organisation of public figures noted 
as senior statesmen, peace activists and human rights advocates, 
who were brought together by Nelson Mandela in 2007. They 
describe themselves as "independent global leaders working 
together for peace and human rights" 
 
“We owe it both to Madiba and to the Arch to continue working for 
the country and the world of their dreams,” said Hatang. “Their 
intersecting legacies are powerful resources for social justice work.”  

When Nelson Mandela passed away in 2013, Archbishop Emeritus 
Tutu said: “This is a man who cared.” As the Foundation mourns 
today the passing of our beloved Arch, we in turn can say precisely 
the same of him. May he rest in peace 

 “His contributions to struggles against injustice, locally and globally, 
are matched only by the depth of his thinking about the making of 
liberatory futures for human societies. He was an extraordinary 
human being. A thinker. A leader. A shepherd.” 

Thabo Makgoba, the archbishop of Cape Town, said in a statement 
that Archbishop Tutu’s “legacy is moral strength, moral courage and 
clarity.” 

“He felt with the people,” Archbishop Makgoba said. “In public and 
alone, he cried because he felt people’s pain. And he laughed — no, 
not just laughed, he cackled with delight when he shared their joy.” 

Archbishop Tutu’s legacy, many said, was one of unity and service, 
built on a life of campaigning for dignity for people everywhere and 
helping bridge divides. 

“Indeed the big baobab tree has fallen,” the African National Congress 
said in a statement. “South Africa and the mass democratic movement 
has lost a tower of moral conscience and an epitome of wisdom.” 



The Dalai Lama, the Tibetan spiritual leader who had struck up a 
friendship with Archbishop Tutu, recalled “the spiritual bond” the two 
shared. 

“He was a true humanitarian and a committed advocate of human 
rights,” he wrote in a letter to Archbishop Tutu’s daughter Mpho Tutu 
van Furth. He added, “I am convinced the best tribute we can pay him 
and keep his spirit alive is to do as he did and constantly look to see 
how we too can be of help to others.” 

To finish with a Desmond Tutu quote: “If you are neutral in situations 
of injustice, you have chosen the side of the oppressor.” 
 

 
Mother Teresa  - RIP 05/09/1997 

 

    
 
Mother Mary Teresa Bojaxhiu, honoured in the Catholic Church as 
Saint  
 
Teresa of Calcutta, was an Albanian-Indian Roman Catholic nun and 
missionary. She was born in Skopje, then part of the Kosovo Vilayet 
of the Ottoman Empire.  



Born: 26 August 1910, Skopje, North Macedonia 
Died: 5 September 1997, Kolkata, India 
 
“I'm a little pencil in the hand of a writing God, who is sending a 
love letter to the world.” 
 
Mother Teresa was the founder of the Order of the Missionaries of 
Charity, a Roman Catholic congregation of women dedicated to 
helping the poor. Considered one of the 20th Century's greatest 
humanitarians, she was canonized as Saint Teresa of Calcutta in 
2016. 
 

Nun and missionary Mother Teresa, known in the Catholic church as 
Saint Teresa of Calcutta, devoted her life to caring for the sick and 
poor. Born in Macedonia to parents of Albanian-descent and having 
taught in India for 17 years, Mother Teresa experienced her "call 
within a call" in 1946. Her order established a hospice; centers for 
the blind, aged and disabled; and a leper colony. In 1979 she 
received the Nobel Peace Prize for her humanitarian work. She died 
in September 1997 and was beatified in October 2003. In December 
2015, Pope Francis recognized a second miracle attributed to Mother 
Teresa, clearing the way for her to be canonized on September 4, 
2016. 

Mother Teresa, who won the Nobel Peace Prize for her selfless 
devotion to the poor, died Friday of a heart attack, provoking an 
outpouring of tributes from a world reeling from Princess Diana's 
sudden death. 

The 87-year-old Roman Catholic nun died in the Calcutta 
headquarters of the Missionaries of Charity order that she had 
founded nearly half a century ago.Thousands of midnight mourners 
converged from all corners of the sprawling, humid city to mourn the 
bowed woman they simply called "Mother." 



Ratna Dafadar, a 45-year-old housewife, broke down in tears. "I 
knew her from my childhood. She is the real mother of all of us." 

Police tried to chase away the faithful but finally relented and let the 
people file in to see Mother Teresa's body, lying on ice blocks in the 
chapel where she had prayed each day. 

"Our Mother passes away to Jesus" was written in large letters on a 
board outside the Missionaries building. 

Nuns dressed in the order's white sari with blue trim filed by Mother 
Teresa's body, kissing her bare feet. 

The death of the renowned missionary, known as the "Saint of the 
Gutters," unleashed a flood of tributes as a world still in mourning 
for Princess Diana began grieving for the death of a nun. 

Two of the world's most recognizable women, icons of compassion, 
had died within six days of each other. Diana, who died in a car crash 
in Paris last Sunday, was a great admirer of Mother Teresa, and they 
shared a determination to help the downtrodden, lonely and 
bereaved. 

The two women had met four times, first in 1992 and most recently 
in New York in June, and the Albanian-born nun was among the first 
to pay tribute after the princess died. 

Thursday a spokeswoman for the order had said Mother Teresa 
would not be able to attend Diana's funeral Saturday because of her 
poor health. 

Tributes 

Britain's Queen Elizabeth II praised Mother Teresa just hours after 
paying tribute to Diana. 

"Her untiring devotion to the poor and destitute of all religions has 
been an inspiration worldwide," the queen said. 



"It is rather lovely to think that Mother Teresa, who was very friendly 
with Princess Diana, should have gone so soon to join her," said 
Cardinal Basil Hume, head of the Roman Catholic church in Britain. 

"In a week already filled with tragedy, the world will be saddened 
that one of its most compassionate servants has died," British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair said. 

Pope John Paul II was "deeply moved and pained" by the death of 
Mother Teresa and retreated to his private chapel to pray when he 
heard the news, a Vatican spokesman said. 

Indian President K.R. Narayanan called her an "angel of mercy" and 
added: "Such a one as she rarely walks upon this earth." 

French President Jacques Chirac said there was "less love, less 
compassion, less light" in the world after her death. 

President Clinton praised the nun as an "incredible person" and "one 
of the giants of our time." 

Mother Teresa had said that on Sept. 10, 1946, while traveling to the 
Himalayan region of Darjeeling, she received a divine message from 
God to devote herself to the poor. Her order celebrates the 
"inspiration" every year on Sept. 10. 

Called "the City of Dreadful Night" by Kipling, Calcutta was a perfect 
laboratory for Teresa's unique brand of Indianized Catholicism. 

She won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979 for her work for the destitute 
and dying. "I am unworthy," she said. 

A decade later after narrowly escaping an air crash and suffering 
heart trouble, she was fitted with a pacemaker. 

After being hospitalized three times in 1996 and undergoing surgery 
to unblock two arteries, she stepped down as head of her order in 
March, passing the leadership to a Hindu convert, Sister Nirmala. 



She opened her first Calcutta slum school in 1949. She took the name 
Teresa, after France's Saint Therese of the Child Jesus. In mainly 
Hindu India, she was simply "Mother." 

 

Nelson Mandela  - RIP 05/12/2013 
 

    
 
On 5 December 2013, Nelson Mandela, the first President of South 
Africa to be elected in a fully representative democratic election, as 
well as the country's first black head of state, died at the age of 95 
after suffering from a prolonged respiratory infection. 
 
His most famous quote: “Education is the most powerful weapon 
which you can use to change the world.” “When a man is denied the 
right to live the life he believes in, he has no choice but to become an 
outlaw.” “I learned that courage was not the absence of fear, but the 
triumph over it. 
 
Tributes 
 
Here people from around the world share their memories and tell us 
what his legacy means to them. 



 
tommall 
I will never forget that day in 1994 when I came into the kitchen, 
aged 11, to see my mother crying. At first I was scared until I saw the 
tears were those of joy, as she was reading the newspaper showing a 
picture of a white policeman hugging a black woman in the streets of 
South Africa. Apartheid had fallen. Cheers to all the anti-racists, 
socialists and allies across the globe who fought to make Mandela's 
dream come true. Amandla Ngawethu! 
 
discreto 
I was there, I joined South Africans and Mozambicans in the Stadium 
to Welcome you with excitment and joy in our hearts. I will never 
forget the First Democratic Elections, I was there to see the old and 
young form queues miles long to vote for "the Old Man" as your 
people called you, I saw you win the Elections and become the Leader 
of all South Africans. I am so priviliged and humbled to have these 
wonderful memories of you, an inspiration to all, to share with my 
grandchildren, I thank God for your life amongst us. Thank you 
Madiba. 
 
Ibenito 
I was 12 years old when Nelson Mandela was released from prison. I 
remember my family sitting watching the tv and waiting for his 
release, which was delayed for hours. His graceful walk out of the 
prison gates, arm aloft in salute and defiance, together with his 
inauguration as president of the new South Africa were two of the 
most happy and poignant moments in my life to date. 
It is hard to explain the significance of the man to those who may not 
have been born at the time or informed of the freedom struggle, or 
born witness to his dignity, pride, humility and moral authority, but I 
and so many others revered him as a father and cherished his 
existence as a living secular saint. 
And, while we celebrate his life, so we mourn and shed tears for his 
death as we would for a close relative. The world has lost a hero. We 



have lost a father. Thank you Madiba. Thank you for fighting, thank 
you for forgiving, thank you for giving us dignity, thank you for giving 
us peace, and thank you for giving us Freedom. Mandela is dead. 
Mandela will never die. VIVA MANDELA!! 
 
Anonymous 
I was the BBC's Africa correspondent when Nelson Mandela was 
president. When I shook his hand I felt his love and strength. The first 
time I shook his hand I came home to our black South African 
cleaning lady, Naomi, and she rubbed my hand all over her face and 
body. That's what it was like for her. He had freed her. 
I have read his incredible words at the Rivonia trail to my Nelson and 
his sister Malaika so many times and will again when they wake up. 
The courage, wisdom, forgiveness and fortitude of this special man 
will not ever be forgotten. This is a day I had dreaded but I am happy 
now he is at peace. He will always be part of our life and will live with 
us with his rightness. We must think so much of how we can continue 
in his spirit - he changed so much and if he had not been lost to he 
world for nearly 28 years, he could have done even more. Rest your 
soul now Tata. 
For years many ordinary people in Scotland campaigned for the 
release of Nelson Mandela, highlighting the injustices in South Africa. 
We were amazed in 1993 to find this freedom fighter visiting our city. 
My mum and aunt are sitting behind him in the Eurydice Women's 
Choir in this photo at Glasgow's Royal Concert Hall. I was working at 
the event alongside my brother and father. It was proof that 
campaigns, boycotts, rallies and fighting could bring change and 
justice. 
 
BTREBEL1 
When at school I proudly watched my older brother Stan Campbell 
sing the celebrated anthem by the Specials AKA Free Nelson Mandela 
on Top of The Pops. From this moment I became fascinated by 
Mandala and the struggle to abolish Apartheid. 



As an adult I directed Marianne Jean Baptiste in a production of 
Woza Albert at Contact Theatre Manchester, Blood Knot by Athol 
Fugard and after he walked to freedom Necklaces by 60's firebrand 
Tariq Ali. His life has inspired my art and alongside other giants King, 
X, The Panthers, Ali made it possible for me to keep going. 
As a black gay man he is inspiring because he approved the worlds 
first constitution to protect the rights of Lesbians and Gays. He was 
and still is Change We Can Believe In. 
 
Mike Burgess 
I grew up in South Africa, in a white, middle-class neighbourhood 
during the 1980s and 90s. Many neighbourhoods in-fact - since we 
moved around a lot when I was a kid. (We weren't always middle-
class, but my father worked damn hard to get us there). 
Last night, watching the footage on the various news channels, many 
memories came flooding back to me. In the early 1980s, my mother 
would quite often have members of the Security Services parked 
outside our house in Johannesburg. Keeping tabs on my family since 
my father, a dual national, renounced his South African citizenship. 
Mandela as a person really hit home for me and many other white 
South Africans, when he supported the Springbok Rugby Team during 
the 1995 World Cup. I had seen, since his release from prison, the 
humble person this man was, but as a statesman and leader his role 
in that World Cup and the unity it came to represent really struck a 
chord in me. 
To me, Nelson Mandela is a shining example of how we should all 
strive to be. He represents leadership, humility, fortitude, forgiveness 
and above all love. Politicians today could do well by following his 
example. 
He truly was a great man and a father to us all, and will be missed by 
many. We must celebrate his life and what he represented to so 
many people and also never forget, especially now with leaders 
building huge fortified palaces at exorbitant cost and miners being 
shot in scenes reminiscent of darker times. 



Your long walk is finished whilst South Africa's has really just begun. 
Rest easy Madiba. 
Hamba kahle Tata. 
 
Thank you to these heroes who have made the world a much better 
place - Tricia 
 
 
 
 


